127.   DR. RAT ON GHARKHA

It gives me real pleasure to publish in full the following trans-
lation1 of a closely reasoned preface of Sir P. C. Ray to a Bengali
booklet on charkha. Valuable as his wonderful chemical researches
and organization of industries have been, I have no doubt that
his organization of the home spinning will be more valuable and
wonderful still. The chemical researches have brought renown to
India, the industries with which he has identified himself have
brought Bengal a few lacs of rupees and provided work for
talented Bengalis, but the introduction of home spinning means
banishment of starvation or semi-starvation and degradation from
millions of Bengali homes, of famines and consequent diseases and
the introduction in these homes of the sunshine of smile which
a contented stomach brings, I entirely endorse Dr, Ray's re-
marks that Bengal gained nothing during the first swadeshi agita-
tion by bringing cloth ficm Bombay or Ahmedabad instead of
Manchester or Japan. In order to enable us to feel the full and
immediate effect of swadeshi, we must manufacture yam and
cloth in our millions of scattered homes. Swadeshi will bind
them as nothing else can,
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128.   INDIANS ABROAD

To

THE EDITOR,, Young India

am,

. . . our countrymen in Kenya have to face a great agitation by the
European Colonists, while the condition of our helpless brethren in Fiji
is growing worse everyday. The troubles and difficulties of these people
are too numerous to be related here.

At this time . , . it cannot be expected that the Indian public will
be able to devote a great deal of attention to the problems of Indians
abroad, still it is our duty to do something for these unfortunate country-
men of ours in the Colonies. . . .
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